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Lesson One:  The Book of Acts 
Part 1 
 

Introduction:  Sources for the History of the Early Church 

 1. The Gospels 

 2. Acts 

 3. Paul's Epistles 

 4. The Catholic Epistles 

 5. Revelation 

 

I. The Author of Acts 

 A. Same as the author of Luke 

 B. "We" Sections 

  1. Companion of Paul 

  2. People mentioned are separate from the author. 

  3. Paul mentions Luke in prison epistles. 

 C. Language of Luke/Acts 

  1. W. K. Hobart (1882) The Medical Language of St. Luke  

  2. H. J. Cadbury (1920) The Style and Literary Method of Luke  

 D. Church Tradition 

 E. Antisupernatural Bias 



Lesson Two:  The Book of Acts 
Part 2 
 

II. The Sources 

 A. Eyewitness Experience 

 B. Personal Contacts 

  1. Paul 

  2. Philip 

  3. The Jerusalem Church 

  4. City of Antioch 

  5. John Mark 

 C. Luke as an Historian 

  1. Knowledge of Geography 

  2. Knowledge of People and Titles 

  3. Knowledge of Navigation 

 D. Sir William Ramsey 



Lesson Three:  The Book of Acts 
Part 3 
 

III. Purposes 

 A. "An orderly account... " Luke 1:1-4 

  1. Personal Credentials as an Historian 

  2. Proofs of the Truthfulness of His Account 

   a. Ties events to other historical events 

   b. Events coming from eyewitnesses 

   c. Fulfillment of prophecy 

   d. Miracles 

   e. Growth of the church 

 B. Assure Readers  

  1. Roman government was not a threat to Christianity. 

  2. Christianity was not a threat to Rome.  



Lesson Four:  The Book of Acts 
Part 4 
 

IV. Outline and Speeches 

 A. Outline 

  1. Theme Verse - 1:8 

  2. Divisions show fulfillment of the theme 

   a. 1:1-6:7 – To Jerusalem 

   b. 6:8-9:31 – To Palestine 

   c. 9:32-12:24 – To Syria 

   d. 12:25-16:5 – To Asia Minor 

   e. 16:6-19:20 – To Europe 

   f. 19:21-28:31 – To Rome (Ends of the Earth) 

 B. Speeches 

  1. Critical Scholars 

  2. Arguments against 

   a. Speeches have different content. 

   b. Speeches have different emphases. 

   c. Good historians reproduced what speaker said.  



Lesson Five:  The Early Church 
Part 1 
 

I. Jewish Nature 

 A. Attending the temple daily 

 B. Prayer and preaching at the temple 

 C. Active priests were Christians. 

 D. Jewish Christians were keeping the law. 

 E. Emphasis on continuity with the Old Testament 

 F. Future problem - Must Gentiles become Jews?  



Lesson Six:  The Early Church 
Part 2 
 

II. Early Events 

 A. First Action - Choosing a replacement for Judas 

  1. Symbolism of the number "12" 

  2. Significance of the action 

  3. The term "apostle"  

 B. Pentecost 

  1. The Event 

  2. The Explanation of the Event:  Peter's Sermon 



Lesson Seven:  The Early Church 
Part 3 
 

III. Conversion in the New Testament 

 A. Paradigm includes:  

  1. Repentance 

  2. Faith 

  3. Confession 

  4. Regeneration 

  5. Baptism 

 B. Various components are associated. 

  1. Baptism and faith (Galatians 3:26-27; Colossians 2:11-12) 

  2. Repentance and baptism (Mark 1:4; Acts 2:38) 

  3. Faith and regeneration (Galatians 3:2; Ephesians 1:13) 

  4. Baptism and regeneration (Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 6:11) 

  5. Faith and confession (Romans 10:9) 

  6. Baptism and confession (Acts 22:16) 

  7. Faith and repentance (Acts 20:21; Mark 1:14-15) 

  8. Repentance, baptism and regeneration (Acts 2:37-38) 

  9. Faith, baptism, regeneration and repentance (Acts 19:2-6) 

 C. Salvation is the result of each component. 

  1. Through repentance (2 Peter 3:9) 

  2. Through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

  3. Through confession (Romans 10:9, 13) 

  4. Through regeneration (Titus 3:5) 

  5. Through baptism (1 Peter 3:21) 

 D. Justification comes through various components. 

  1. Through faith (Romans 3:28; 5:1) 

  2. Through baptism (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

 E. Forgiveness comes through various components. 

  1. Through faith (Acts 2:38; 22:16) 

  2. Through baptism (Acts 10:43; 26:18) 

  3. Through repentance (Luke 24:47) 



Lesson Eight:  The Early Church 
Part 4 
 

IV. Two Languages 

 A. Early Christians spoke: 

  1. Aramaic 

  2. Greek 

 B. Establishment of Deacons 

 C. The Martyrdom of Stephen  



Lesson Nine:  Paul 
Part 1 
 

I. Religious Background 

 A. Descendant of the tribe of Benjamin 

 B. Raised a Hebrew not a Hellenist 

 C. A Pharisee 

 D. The son of a Pharisee 

 E. Zealous for the Law 

 F. Roman Citizen 

 G. Born in Tarsus 

 H. Raised in Jerusalem 

 I. Persecuted the Church 



Lesson Ten:  Paul 
Part 2 
 

II. His Conversion 

 A. How do you explain his conversion? 

  1. Full of guilt? 

  2. Struggle over the law? 

  3. Troubled by his persecution of Christians? 

  4. Suffered a sunstroke? 

 B. He met the Lord on the road to Damascus.  



Lesson Eleven:  Paul 
Part 3 
 

III. His Theology 

 A. Areas not greatly affected 

  1. God 

  2. Creation/Cosmology 

  3. Anthropology 

  4. Sin 

  5. Divine Revelation 

  6. Redemptive History 

  7. Salvation 

  8. Future Judgment 

  9. Ethics 

 B. Areas greatly affected 

  1. Christology 

  2. Divine Revelation 

  3. Redemptive History 

  4. Salvation 

  5. Ecclesiology 

  6. Certain Imagery  



Lesson Twelve:  Paul 
Part 4 
 

IV. Basic Chronology of Paul's Life 

 A. Key Chronological Events 

  1. The Famine (Acts 11:27-30) – AD 44-46 

  2. Death of Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:23) – AD 44 (early March) 

  3. Claudius' Expulsion of Jews from Rome (Acts 18:2) – AD 39-50 

  4. Paul's Appearance before Gallio (Acts 18:12-17) – AD 51-52 

 B. Basic Chronology of Paul's Life 

  1. 31/32 Conversion 

  2. 34/35 First visit to Jerusalem 

  3. 44-48 First Missionary Journey 

  4. 49 Jerusalem Council 

  5. 49-53 Second Missionary Journey 

  6. 54-58 Third Missionary Journey 

  7. 58 Paul's Arrest in Jerusalem 

  8. 58-60 Paul's Imprisonment in Caesarea 

  9. 60-61 Journey to Rome 

  10. 61-63 Imprisonment in Rome 



Lesson Thirteen:  Paul 
Part 5 
 

V. The Conversion of Cornelius 

 A. The Geographical Spread of the Gospel (8:14-17) 

 B. Summary (9:31) 

 C. Cornelius Episode (10:1-11:18) 

  1. "God-fearer" 

  2. Importance of Prayer 

  3. Peter's Vision 

  4. Kosher? 

  5. The Gospel Message 

  6. The Spirit Comes Upon the Gentiles 

  7. Peter baptizes Cornelius 

  8. Trouble in Jerusalem 

  9. Peter's Explanation 



Lesson Fourteen:  Paul 
Part 6 
 

VI. The First Missionary Journey 

 A. The Church in Antioch (11:19-12:24) 

  1. Evangelism by Hellenists 

  2. Jerusalem Church checks out Antioch. 

  3. Barnabas gets Saul from Tarsus. 

  4. Antioch sends relief to Jerusalem church. 

  5. John Mark is related to Barnabas. 

  6. Church while praying receives mission calling. 

 B. The First Missionary Journey (13:4-14:28) 

  1. Cyprus - Barnabas, Saul and Mark 

  2. Perga 

  3. Pisidian Antioch 

  4. Iconium 

  5. Lystra 

  6. Derbe 

  7. Return 



Lesson Fifteen:  Paul 
Part 7 
 

VII. The Jerusalem Council 

 A. The Issue at Stake 

  1. The argument of the circumcision party 

   a. God's Covenant demands this - Genesis 17:9-14 

   b. All Scripture teaches this - Genesis 21:4; Exodus 4:25, etc. 

   c. Every male believer was circumcised. 

   d. This was "good enough religion" for Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, the Prophets, 
John the Baptist and Jesus. 

   e. Paul is promoting a liberal theology (of his time). 

  2. The argument of Peter, Paul and James 

   a. Peter - Acts 15:7-11 

   b. Paul - Acts 15:12 

   c. James - Acts 15:13-21 

  3. The Conclusion 

   a. The Jerusalem decree - Acts 15:23-29 

   b. Titus was the test case - Galatians 2:3 

 B. An Unresolved Issue 



Lesson Sixteen:  Paul 
Part 8 
 

VIII. The Second Missionary Journey 

 A. Two New Teams 

  1. Barnabas and John Mark - Cyprus 

  2. Paul and Silas - Syria, Cilicia, Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch 

  3. Derbe - The circumcision of Timothy (Acts 16:3) 

 B. The Call to Macedonia 

  1. Plan - Go to Asia 

  2. Troas, Samothrace, Neopolis 

  3. Philippi 

   a. Missionary strategy - Acts 16:13 

   b. Conversion of the jailor - Acts 16:31ff 

   c. Fear of the magistrates 

  4. No mission in Amphibolis or Apollonia 

  5. Thessalonica 

   a. Missionary strategy - Acts 17:1-2 

   b. Length of stay 

   c. Forced to leave 

  6. Berea 

  7. Athens 

   a. Silas and Timothy 

   b. Paul on the Areopagus 

  8. Corinth 

   a. Port city 

   b. Mission to the Gentiles 

   c. Rome's view of Christianity 

  9. Cenchreae, Ephesus, Caesarea, Jerusalem, Antioch 



Lesson Seventeen:  Paul and His Letters 
Part 1 
 

I. Introduction 

 A. Letters or Epistles? 

  1. Epistles - formal and do not assume a prior relationship 

  2. Letters - informal and build on a prior relationship 

  3. Examples 

   a. Romans - epistle 

   b. Philemon - clear letter 

 B. Normal Form of a Letter 

  1. Salutation 

   a. "A" to "B" 

   b. “Greeting" 

   c. Jewish - "Peace" 

   d. Paul - "Grace" 

  2. Thanksgiving and/or Prayer 

  3. Body of letter - largest section 

  4. Exhortation and instruction 

  5. Conclusion 

   a. Benediction 

   b. Wish for peace 

   c. Greeting 

   d. Concluding 

   e. Autograph 

   f. Kiss 



Lesson Eighteen:  Paul and His Letters 
Part 2 
 

II. 1 Thessalonians 

 A. Occasion of the Letter 

 B. Reason for the Letter 

  1. Praise church (1:2-10; 2:13; 3:6-10) 

  2. Encourage church (1:6; 2:1-2, 14; 3:4) 

  3. Defend his actions (1:5; 2:1) 

  4. Clarify issue of parousia 

 C. Outline of the Letter 

  1. Salutation – 1:1 

  2. Thanksgiving – 1:2-10 

  3. Body of Letter – 2:1-3:13 

   a. Defense of mission – 2:1-16 

   b. Defense of concern for Thessalonica – 2:17-3:13 

  4. Exhortation – 4:1-5:22 

   a. Moral duties – 4:1-12 

   b. Concerning the "dead in Christ" – 4:13-18 

   c. Concerning the time of Christ's return – 5:1-11 

   d. Specific moral duties – 5:12-22 

  5. Conclusion – 5:23-28 



Lesson Nineteen:  Paul and His Letters 
Part 3 
 

III. 2 Thessalonians 

 A. Authorship - Did Paul write it? 

  1. External evidence is not the issue. 

  2. Alleged "differences" between 1 and 2 Thessalonians 

  3. Too much like 1 Thessalonians? 

  4. No reason to deny Paul as the author. 

 B. Date – Shortly after 1 Thessalonians – AD 51 

 C. Occasion - "Second Coming Fever" (2:1-2) 

 D. Outline 

  1. Salutation - 1:1-2 

  2. Thanksgiving - 1:3-12 

  3. Body - 2:1-17 

  4. Ethical Exhortation - 3:1-13 

  5. Closing - 3:14-18 

 E. Various Topics 

  1. Eternal Judgment 

  2. Unity of the Body 

  3. Problem of "Second Coming Fever" 

  4. Three Things that Must Happen 

  5. Traditions 

  6. Christology 

  7. Authoritative Writing 

  8. Translation Issues 

  9. Idleness 



Lesson Twenty:  Paul and His Letters 
Part 4 
 

IV. Third Missionary Journey 

 A. Description of travels (Acts 18:22-23; 19:1) 

 B. Major Cities 

  1. Corinth - 2nd Journey 

  2. Ephesus - 3rd Journey 

 C. Ephesus - Missionary base for other churches 

 D. Letters Written 

  1. Galatians 

  2. Corinthian correspondence 

  3. Romans (written in Corinth)  



Lesson Twenty-one:  Galatians 
Part 1 
 

I. Background 

 A. Audience 

  1. Province (South Galatia Hypothesis) 

  2. Ethnic Territory (North Galatia Hypothesis) 

 B. Date 

 C. Occasion 

  1. Problems 

   a. They cannot be saved unless they: 

    i. are circumcised (5:2-6); 6:12-13) 

    ii. keep the law (3:2, 10, 24-25; 5:4) 

    iii. observe Jewish feasts (4:10) 

   b. Paul is not a "true apostle" 

  2. Anguish of Paul in Writing 

   a. 1:6-9 

   b. 4:11, 12-20 

   c. 5:2-12 

   d. 6:17 



Lesson Twenty-two:  Galatians 
Part 2 
 

II. Outline 

 A. Salutation (1:1-5) 

 B. Body (1:6-4:31) 

  1. Defense of Paul's Independent Apostleship (1:6-2:21) 

   a. Summary of his defense (1:6-12) 

   b. Not due to his pre-conversion life (1:13-14) 

   c. Not going immediately to Jerusalem (1:15-17) 

   d. Brief visit to Jerusalem (1:18-20) 

   e. Not from or through man (1:21-2:10) 

   f. Rebuke of Peter (2:11-14) 

   g. Transition (2:15-21) 

  2. Defense of the Gospel (3:1-4:31) 

   a. Galatians received the Spirit by faith (3:1-5) 

   b. Abraham was justified by faith alone (3:6-9) 

   c. Law only condemns (3:10-14) 

   d. Cannot nullify the earlier covenant (3:15-18) 

   e. Law's Purpose (3:19-4:7) 

    i. Condemns (3:19-22) 

    ii. Tutor for a period (3:23-29) 

    iii. Now sons of God (4:1-7) 

   f. Expression of frustration with Galatians (4:8-11) 

   g. Exhortation to follow Paul's example (4:12-20) 

   h. The allegory of Sarah and Hagar (4:21-31) 

 C. Ethical Exhortation (5:1-6:10) 

  1. Freedom vs. Bondage (5:1-12) 

  2. Freedom to be exercised in love (5:13-15) 

  3. Walk in the Spirit (5:16-25) 

  4. Bear each other's burdens (6:1-6) 

  5. Walk in the Spirit (6:7-10) 

 D. Conclusion (6:11-18) 



Lesson Twenty-three:  Corinthians 
Part 1 
 

I. Introduction 

 A. Authorship 

  1. Evident that Paul wrote the two letters 

  2. Integrity is questioned 

  3. May have been written over a period of time. 

 B. Occasion 

  1. Addressing questions 

  2. Internal problems in the church 

  3. Some members on a higher spiritual plane 



Lesson Twenty-four:  Corinthians 
Part 2 
 

II. 1 Corinthians 

 A. Salutation (1:1-3) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:4-9) 

 C. Body of the Letter (1:10-16:4) 

  1. The disunity in the church (1:10-4:21) 

   a. Divisions 

   b. The cross vs. human wisdom 

   c. Paul and his co-workers 

   d. The Corinthians and Paul 

  2. Discipline in the church (5:1-6:20) 

   a. The issue of incest 

   b. The matter of lawsuits 

   c. Freedom is not license 

  3. Response to questions (7:1-11:1) 

   a. Concerning marriage 

   b. Concerning the unmarried 

   c. Concerning meat sacrificed to idols 

  4. Issues that Paul has heard about (11:2-33) 

   a. Women's dress 

   b. The Lord's Supper 

  5. Response to questions concerning tongues and spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40) 

  6. Issues Paul has heard about: Resurrection (15:1-58) 

  7. Offering (16:1-4) 

 D. Closing (16:5-24) 



Lesson Twenty-five:  Corinthians 
Part 3 
 

III. 2 Corinthians 

 A. Introduction 

 B. Outline 

  1. Salutation (1:1-2) 

  2. Thanksgiving (1:3-11) 

  3. Body of the Letter (1:12-13:10) 

   a. The defense of his actions and apostleship (1:12-7:16) 

    i. Defense of actions (1:12-2:13) 

    ii. Defense of apostleship (2:14-7:16) 

   b. The collection for the poor in Jerusalem (8:1-9:15) 

   c. Defense of apostleship and the future visit (10:1-13:10) 

    i. Defense of apostleship (10:1-12:13) 

    ii. Future visit (12:14-13:10) 

  4. Closing (13:11-14) 



Lesson Twenty-six:  Romans 
Part 1 
 

I. Introduction 

 A. Origin of the church 

 B. Make-up of the church 

  1. Jewish 

  2. Gentile 

 C. Date of the letter 

 D. Place of origin 



Lesson Twenty-seven:  Romans 
Part 2 
 

II. Integrity of the Letter 

 A. Problems 

 B. Suggestions 

 C. Outline of the Letter 



Lesson Twenty-eight:  Romans 
Part 3 
 

III. Occasion of the Letter 

 A. Proposal - Paul's unique view of his apostleship 

 B. Support 

  1. Salutation 

  2. Thanksgiving Section 

  3. Chapter 15 

 C. Reasons for writing 

  1. Needs their assistance for a trip to Spain 

  2. He is the apostle to the Gentiles. 



Lesson Twenty-nine:  Romans 
Part 4 
 

IV. Content of the Letter (part 1) 

 A. Salutation (1:1-7) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:8-15) 

 C. The Main Theme (1:16-17) 

 D. The Big Problem (1:18-3:20) 

  1. Part 1 (1:18-31) 

   a. Idolatry 

   b. Homosexuality 

   c. Sins against society 

  2. Part 2 (2:1-3:8) 

  3. The Conclusion (3:9-20) 

   a. The Jew is under the wrath of God. 

   b. The Gentile is under the wrath of God. 



Lesson Thirty:  Romans 
Part 5 
 

IV. Content of the Letter (part 2) 

 A. Salutation (1:1-7) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:8-15) 

 C. The Main Theme (1:16-17) 

 D. The Big Problem (1:18-3:20) 

 
 
LESSON BEGINS HERE 
 

 E. The Divine Remedy (3:21-4:25) 

  1. Two Meanings of Law (3:21) 

  2. God's Righteousness: The Just and the Justifier (3:21-31) 

  3. Abraham's Example (4:1-25) 



Lesson Thirty-one:  Romans 
Part 6 
 

IV. Content of the Letter (part 3) 

 A. Salutation (1:1-7) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:8-15) 

 C. The Main Theme (1:16-17) 

 D. The Big Problem (1:18-3:20) 

 E. The Divine Remedy (3:21-4:25) 

 

 
 
LESSON BEGINS HERE 
 

 F. The Results of Righteousness (5:1-8:39) 

  1. Peace and Hope (5:1-11) 

  2. Parenthesis on Adam and Christ (5:12-21) 

  3. The Freedom of the Righteous (6:1-7:6) 

   a. Indicative (6:1-11) 

   b. Imperative (6:12-14) 

  4. Paul deals with the Law (7:7-25) 

  5. Living in the Spirit (8:1-17) 

  6. The Assurance of the Believer (8:18-39) 

 G. The Place of Israel in God's Righteousness (9:1-11:36) 

 H. Exhortations (12:1-15:13) 



Lesson Thirty-two: Arrest, Trial, and Imprisonment 
 

I. End of the Third Missionary Journey 

 

II. Paul Takes a Vow 

 A. Rumor (Acts 21:21) 

 B. Remedy (Acts 21:22-23) 

 

III. Paul Seized in the Temple (Acts 21:28-30) 

 

IV. Rome to the Rescue (Acts 21:21-33) 

 

V. Paul's Roman Citizenship (Acts 22:24-29) 

 A. Ways to Be a Citizen of Rome 

  1. Born with it 

  2. Buy it 

  3. Do a great act of service  

  4. Freed slave 

 B. Why did the tribune believe that Paul was a Roman citizen? 

  1. He said he was. 

  2. Scroll testifying to his citizenship 

 

VI. Defense before the Jews 

 

VII. The Plot against Paul (Acts 23:23-33) 

 

VIII. Paul in Caesarea 

 A. Accusation (Acts 24:5-6) 

 B. Defense (Acts 24:11-13) 

 C. Admission (Acts 24:14) 

 

IX. Paul in Prison 

 

X. Before Festus and Agrippa 



 

XI. Paul to be tried by Caesar (Acts 25:12, 26:32) 

 

XII. End of Acts 



Lesson Thirty-three:  Philippians 
 

I. The Prison Epistles 

 A. Philippians 

 B. Colossians 

 C. Ephesians 

 D. Philemon 

 

II. Where was Paul's imprisonment? 

 A. Caesarea 

 B. Ephesus 

 C. Rome 

  1. For - 1:13; 1:22-23; 2:17; 4:22 

  2. Against - Great distance between Philippi and Rome 

 

III. Outline of the Letter 

 A. Salutation (1:1-2) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:3-11) 

 C. Body (1:12-4:1) 

  1. News (1:12-32) 

  2. Instruction (2:1-30) 

  3. Warnings (3:1-4:1) 

 D. Exhortation (4:2-9) 

 E. Thank You (4:10-20) 

 F. Conclusion (4:21-23) 



Lesson Thirty-four:  Colossians 
 

I. Authorship 

 A. Problems with Pauline Authorship 

  1. Hapaxlegomena 

  2. Issues of Style 

  3. Theological Issues 

  4. Missing Pauline Themes 

 B. Arguments in favor of Pauline Authorship 

  1. The letter claims to be Pauline. 

  2. Stylistic features 

  3. Typical Pauline theological emphases 

  4. Typical Pauline letter 

  5. Ties to the Philemon letter 

 

II. Foundation of the Church 

 

III. Occasion of the Letter 

 A. Response to problems in the church 

 B. Dangers referred to: 

  1. Worship of elemental spirits (2:8) 

  2. Worship of angels (2:18) 

  3. Observance of religious festivals and days (2:16) 

  4. Observance of food regulations (2:16, 21) 

  5. Ascetic behavior (2:20-23) 

  6. Emphasis on human wisdom and philosophy (2:8, 22) 

 C. Particular vocabulary 

  1. Wisdom (1:9, 28; 2:3, 23; 3:6) 

  2. Understanding (1:9; 2:2) 

   a. Gnosis (2:3) 

   b. Epignosis (1:6, 9, 10; 2:2; 3:10) 

  3. Perfect (1:28; 3:4; 4:12) 

  4. Pleroma (1:19; 2:9-10) 

 D. Gnosticism 



  1. Dualism 

  2. Anthropology 

  3. Soteriology 

  4. Ethics 

   a. Asceticism 

   b. Hedonism/Libertinism 

 

IV. Paul's Refutation of the Dangers 

 A. Christ is all-sufficient. 

 B. Christ has defeated the powers and archons. 

 C. In Christ they have come to completeness of salvation and lack nothing. 

 

V. Outline of the Letter 

 A. Salutation (1:1-2) 

 B. Thanksgiving (1:3-8) 

 C. Body - The All-sufficiency of Christ (1:9-2:23) 

 D. Ethical exhortation (3:1-4:6) 

 E. Closing (4:7-18) 

 

VI. The Hymn of Colossians (1:15-20) 



Lesson Thirty-five:  Indicative and Imperative 
 

I. Examples 

 A. Colossians 3:1, 9 

 B. Romans 6:6, 11, 12-14; 6:17-19; 8:9-13 

 C. 1 Corinthians 5:7 

 D. Galatians 5:25 

 

II. If the indicative is true, why the imperative? 

 

III. Imperative is always based on the indicative. 

 

IV. Realized now vs. Not yet realized 



Lesson Thirty-six:  Ephesians 
Part 1 
 

I. Introduction 

 A. Authorship 

  1. Arguments against Pauline authorship 

   a. The language is unpauline. 

   b. The style is unpauline. 

   c. It's too much like Colossians. 

   d. The theology is unpauline. 

   e. Unusual "Christ" formulas 

   f. The use of marriage as a positive example 

   g. The author admits to Gentile sins. 

   h. Realized eschatology is emphasized. 

   i. The presence of cosmic Christology 

   j. Paul doesn't write to churches in general. 

   k. There is no specific reference to the parousia. 

   l. Onesimus wrote Ephesians as a summary of Paul. 

 

  2. Arguments for Pauline authorship 

   a. It claims to be written by Paul. 

   b. Early church tradition 

   c. The writer is a Jew. 

   d. Language is more pauline than unpauline. 

   e. Encyclical letter would be more general. 

   f. Autobiographical information 

   g. Debate on pseudonymity 

 B. Occasion of the Letter 

  1. Emphasis on the unity of the church 

  2. General letter to the churches of Asia Minor 

 C. Outline of the Letter 

  1. Salutation (1:1-2) 

  2. Thanksgiving (1:3-23) 

  3. Body (2:1-3:21) 



  4. Ethical exhortation (4:1-6:20) 

  5. Closing (6:21-24) 



Lesson Thirty-seven:  Ephesians 
Part 2 
 

II. Specific Comments 

 A.  "In Ephesus" (1:2) 

 B.  "Grace" 

 C.  "Mystery" (1:9; 3:3, 4, 9; 5:32; 6:19) 

 D.  "Sealed by the promised Holy Spirit" (1:13) 

 E.  "Heard" (1:15) 

 F.  Long sentence prayers (1:15-23; 3:1, 14-19) 

 G.  "Dead in trespasses and sins" (2:1ff) 

 H.  "By grace ..." (2:8ff) 

 I.  Second prayer (3:1ff) 

 J. Exhortation (4:1ff) 

 K. Seven ones (4:4-6) 

 L. Gifts to the church (4:11ff) 

 M. "Do not grieve the Spirit." (4:30) 

 N. Being filled with the Spirit (5:18ff) 

 O. Being subject (5:21) 

 P. Household code (5:22-6:9) 



Lesson Thirty-eight:  Philemon 
 

I. Authorship 

 

II. Date 

 

III. Occasion 

 

IV. The Letter 

 

V. The Issue of Slavery 



Lesson Thirty-nine:  End of Paul’s Life 
 

I. Tradition says Paul went to Spain before his death. 

 

II. Luke does not record this. 

 A. The dating of Luke is wrong? 

 B . Luke planned a third installment? 

 C. Luke did not want to end his book on a negative note? 

 D. Luke's purpose is to describe the spread of the gospel. 

 

III. Sources for the End of Paul's Life 

 A. First Clement 

 B. The Muratorian Canon 

 C. Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History 

 D. The Pastoral Epistles 



Lesson Forty:  The Pastoral Epistles 
Part 1 
 

I. Authorship 

 A. Arguments against Pauline authorship 

  1. Vocabulary 

  2. Style 

  3. Historical situation 

  4. Second-century heresy 

  5. Ecclesiastical situation 

  6. Theology 

  7. Pseudonymity 

  8. Missing in certain manuscripts 

 B. Arguments for Pauline authorship 

  1. Claim to be written by Paul 

  2. Knowledge of the Pastorals by: 

   a. Clement of Rome (95-96) 

   b. Polycarp (110-135) 

  3. Pauline reminiscences 

  4. Too short for statistical analysis 

 C. Various Suggestions Concerning Authorship 

  1. Paul wrote the pastorals. 

  2. Written by a secretary under Pauline instruction. 

  3. They were not written by Paul but contain Pauline fragments. 

  4. The Pastorals are completely pseudonymous. 

 D. The best argument is for Pauline authorship, possibly with the help of a secretary.  



Lesson Forty-one:  The Pastoral Epistles 
Part 2 
 

II. 1 Timothy 

 A.  Paul's child in the faith (1:2) 

 B.  The Law (1:9-10) 

 C.  Paul "acted in ignorance" (1:13) 

 D.  Translation of the word "men" (2:4) 

 E.  Creedal formula (2:5-6) 

 F.  Cultural or universal? (2:8, 9) 

 G.  Role of Women (2:11-15) 

  1. Learning in silence? (2:11) 

  2. Prohibition of teaching and authority (2:12) 

  3. Universal, not cultural (2:13-14) 

  4. Saved through childbearing? (2:15) 

 H. Bishops and Elders (3:1) 

 I. Qualifications for Elders (3:2ff) 

 J. Creedal formula (3:16) 

 K. Concern for family (5:8) 

 L. Contentment (6:6-8) 



Lesson Forty-two:  The Pastoral Epistles 
Part 3 
 

III. Titus 

 A. When and where 

 B. Comments 

  1. Salutation (1:1-4) 

  2. Elders and bishops (1:5, 7) 

  3. Requirements for elder/bishops (1:7-9) 

   a. Husband of one wife 

   b. Not a drunkard 

   c. Teaching ability 

  4. The Blessed Hope (2:11-14) 

   a. Granville-Sharp Rule 

   b. The term "appearing" 

   c. The expression "god and savior" is found in Greek literature 

   d. Clear teaching of the deity of Christ 

  5. By the washing ... (3:5) 



Lesson Forty-three:  The Pastoral Epistles 
Part 4 
 

IV. 2 Timothy 

 A. Salutation (1:1-2) 

 B. The faith of Timothy (1:5) 

 C. Exhortation to Timothy (2:1-7) 

  1. Analogy of a soldier (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:7) 

  2. Analogy of an athlete (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:22-27) 

  3. Analogy of a farmer (cf. 1 Corinthians 9:7) 

 D. Creedal Confession (2:11-13) 

  1. What does "faithful" mean? 

  2. God is faithful to deny us and punish us, if we are faithless. 

 E. Shun youthful passions (2:22) 

 F. All Scripture is God-breathed (3:16) 

 G. Evaluation of his life (4:6) 

 H. Additional news (4:9-18) 



Lesson Forty-four:  General Epistles 
Part 1 
 

I. Hebrews (part 1) 

 A. Introduction 

  1. Authorship 

   a. Arguments against Pauline authorship 

    i. No Pauline salutation 

    ii. Does not claim to be Pauline 

    iii. Arrangement is not Pauline 

    iv. Different style and vocabulary 

    v. Theological emphases 

     a) Exaltation of Christ 

     b) Purification, perfection, sanctification 

     c) High Priesthood of Christ 

     d) Little concerning justification 

    vi. Hebrews 2:3 

   b. Who wrote Hebrews? 

    i. Luke? 

    ii. Clement of Rome? 

    iii. Apollos? 

    iv. Barnabas? 

    v. Acquila? 

    vi. Priscilla? 

    vii. Only God knows. 

  2. Date 

   a. Quoted in 1 Clement (96) 

   b. Timothy is alive (up to 96) 

   c. Persecution (Nero - 64, Domitian 81-96) 

   d. Jewish ritual (before 70) 

  3. Audience 

   a. Jewish Christians 

   b. Living in Italy or Rome 

  4. Epistle or Sermon? 



Lesson Forty-five:  General Epistles 
Part 2 
 

I. Hebrews (part 2) 

 A. Introduction 

 
 
LESSON BEGINS HERE 
 

 B. Content 

  1. Outline 

   a. Jesus is greater (1:1-4:14) 

    i. Greater than the prophets (1:1-3) 

     a) Jesus is son. 

     b) Jesus provides greater revelation. 

     c) Jesus is the heir of all things. 

     d) Jesus is creator. 

     e) Jesus reflects the glory of God's nature. 

     f) Jesus upholds the universe by his will. 

     g) Jesus brought about purification from sin. 

     h) Jesus is at the right hand of God. 

    ii. Greater than the angels (1:4-2:18) 

     a) Jesus, unlike the angels, is God's son. 

     b) Jesus is worshiped by the angels. 

     c) Jesus has the rights and authority of the firstborn. 

     d) God says of Jesus "Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever." 

    iii. Greater than Moses (3:1-4:13) 

   b. Jesus is better (4:14-10:18) 

    i. A better high priest (4:14-7:28) 

    ii. A better sacrifice (8:1-10:18) 

   c. Hold fast to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith. (10:19-13:17) 

   d. Conclusion (13:18-25) 

  2. Warnings 

   a. 2:1-3 

   b. 3:6 



   c. 3:7-19 

   d. 4:1-13 

   e. 6:4-9 

    i. Verse 4 

     a) Restore again to repentance 

     b) Once been enlightened 

     c) Tasted the heavenly gift 

     d) Become partners of the Holy Spirit 

    ii. Verse 5 

     a) Tasted the goodness of God's word 

     b) Tasted powers of the age to come 



Lesson Forty-six:  General Epistles 
Part 3 
 

II. James 

 A. Authorship 

  1. Writer describes himself as "James." (1:1) 

  2. Four James in the New Testament 

   a. The father of Judas (Luke 6:16) 

   b. The son of Alphaeus (Mark 3:18) 

   c. The son of Zebedee and brother of John (Mark 1:19, 3:17, 5:37) 

   d. The brother of Jesus (Galatians 1:19, Acts 12:17; 15:13) 

  3. Probably James, the brother of Jesus 

   a. Problems 

    i. The book was slow to be accepted. 

    ii. The Greek of James is "too good." 

    iii. One would expect more references to Jesus. 

   b. In favor of this James 

    i. It claims to be written by James. 

    ii. The style is Semitic. 

    iii. Many parallels to the teachings of Jesus 

     a) 1:5 with Matthew 7:7 

     b) 1:22 with Matthew 7:26 

     c) 2:13 with Matthew 18:23-35; 5:7; 7:1-2 

     d) 3:12 with Matthew 7:16 

     e) 4:13 with Luke 12:13-21 

     f) 5:2-3 with Matthew 6:19 

     g) 5:12 with Matthew 5:34-37 

    iv. The unusual introduction of the letter 

 B. Date 

 C. Outline 

  1. Salutation (1:1) 

  2. On Temptation (1:2-18) 

  3. Being doers of the law (1:19-2:26) 

  4. On evil speaking (3:1-4:12) 



  5. Miscellaneous exhortation (4:13-5:20) 

 D. Specific Comments 

  1. Chapter 1 

   a. Salutation 

   b. Trials and Temptation 

   c. True ministry 

  2. Chapter 2 

   a. Faith and Works in James 

   b. Faith and Works in Paul 

  3. Chapter 3 

  4. Chapter 5 

   a. The "Rich" 

   b. The coming kingdom 



Lesson Forty-seven:  General Epistles 
Part 4 
 

III. 1 Peter (part 1) 

 A. Introduction 

  1. Authorship 

   a. The Apostle Peter 

   b. Objections 

    i. The Greek is too good. 

    ii. The theology is too Pauline. 

    iii. The persecution mentioned didn't take place until later. 

   c. Response 

    i. We don't know the level of Peter's Greek. Silvanus could have made it 
better Greek. 

    ii. The theology is the theology of the Church. 

    iii. The persecution appears to have been periodic and unofficial. 

  2. Audience 

  3. Place of Origin 

  4. Outline 

   a. Salutation (1:1-2) 

   b. The identity of God's people (1:3-2:10) 

   c. The responsibilities of God's people (2:11-4:11) 

   d. The responsibilities of the church and elders (4:12-5:11) 

   e. Conclusion (5:12-14) 



Lesson Forty-eight:  General Epistles 
Part 5 
 

III. 1 Peter (part 2) 

 A. Introduction 
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 B. Content 

  1. The atonement of Jesus Christ 

  2. Chapter 1 

   a. "Born anew" (1:3) 

   b. Continuity of Old and New (1:10) 

   c. Hope in the grace to be revealed (1:13) 

  3. Chapter 2 

   a. Christ the living stone (2:4-8) 

    i. Old Testament references 

    ii. New Testament quotations 

   b. Household rules (2:18-3:7) 

  4. Chapter 3 

   a. Atonement teaching (3:18) 

   b. Preaching to the spirits (3:19-20) 

   c. Baptism saves you (3:21) 

  5. Chapter 4 and 5 



Lesson Forty-nine:  General Epistles 
Part 6 
 
IV. 2 Peter (part 1) 

 A. Authorship 

  1. Arguments against Petrine authorship 

   a. Major differences with 1 Peter 

   b. The reference to Paul's letters as Scripture 

   c. The use of Jude 

   d. Acknowledged as pseudepigrapha 

   e. Difficulty in acceptance to the canon 

  2. Arguments for Petrine authorship 

   a. Letter claims to be written by Peter 

   b. The letter is too short to consider style issues 

   c. The letter was not considered pseudepigrapha 

   d. Far better attested than those books left out of the canon 

   e. Does not require Paul's writings to have existed in a complete collection 

   f. Similarities between 2 Peter and Jude: 

    i. Jude is dependent on 2 Peter 

    ii. 2 Peter is dependent on Jude 

    iii. Both are dependent on a common source 

    iv. Both were written by the same author 

   g. Lack of institutionalized system of church government 

   h. Latest date would be 135 



Lesson Fifty:  General Epistles 
Part 7 
 
IV. 2 Peter (part 2) 

 A. Authorship 
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 B. Content 

  1. Chapter 1 

   a. Christological statement (1:1) 

   b. Doxology to Christ (3:18) 

   c. Scripture (1:20-21) 

  2.  Chapter 2 

   a. 2:20-22 (cf. Hebrews 10:26) 

   b. Denouncing Christ 

  3.  Chapter 3 

   a. The delay of the parousia 

   b. Hastening the return of the Lord? 



Lesson Fifty-one:  General Epistles 
Part 8 
 

V. 1 John (part 1) 

 A. Introduction 

  1. Authorship 

   a. Attributed to the apostle John 

   b. Similarities to the gospel of John 

    i. Style 

    ii. Vocabulary 

    iii. Theology 

    iv. Purpose 

  2. Date 

  3. Audience 

  4. Purpose 

   a. Address Christological errors 

   b. Address ethical errors 

  5. Outline 

   a. Preface (1:1-4) 

   b. Live in the Light (1:5-2:29) 

   c. Live as children of God (3:1-5:13) 

   d. Christian Confidence (5:14-21) 



Lesson Fifty-two:  General Epistles 
Part 9 
 

V. 1 John (part 2) 

 A. Introduction 
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 B. Content (part 1) 

  1. Chapters 1-3 

   a. Chapter 1 

    i. Similarity to the Gospel of John 

    ii. Refutation of the Christological error 

    iii. Contrast between light and darkness 

    iv. Opposition to perfectionism 

    v. Acts of sin vs. practice of sin 

   b. Chapter 2 

    i. First sign of Christian faith 

    ii. Where were the commandments found? 

     a) Old Testament teachings 

     b) Scriptures 

     c) Oral gospel traditions 

     d) Apostolic teachings 

     e) The letter itself 

    iii. Second sign 

   c. Chapter 3 

    i. Continuing in sin vs. acts of sin 

    ii. Third sign 

    iii. Fourth sign 



Lesson Fifty-three:  General Epistles 
Part 10 

V. 1 John (part 3) 

 A. Introduction 

 B. Content (part 2) 

  1. Chapters 1-3 

 
 
LESSON BEGINS HERE 
 

  2. Chapters 4-5 

   a. Chapter 4 

    i. Test concerning the Christological heresy 

    ii. How do we know what the Spirit is teaching? 

     a) Scripture 

     b) Church history 

     c) Creeds 

     d) The integrity of the teacher 

   b. Chapter 5 

    i. Textual problem in 5:7 

    ii. Jesus coming by "water and blood" 

    iii. Unforgivable sin 

    iv. Jesus, true God and eternal life 



Lesson Fifty-four:  Revelation 
Part 1 
 

I. Introduction 

 A. Authorship 

  1. The author claims to be John (1:1, 4, 9; 22:8) 

  2. Tradition states the author was John 

   a. Justin Martyr 

   b. Melito 

   c. Eusebius 

   d. Irenaeus 

  3. Opposition to this came from Dionysius (3rd Century) 

 B. Date 

  1. Probably the mid 90's 

  2. Written during a time of persecution 

   a. Persecution under Nero was too limited 

   b. Probably during the persecution of Domitian (81-96) 

 C. Literary Genre - Apocalyptic Literature 

  1. Other examples 

   a. Daniel 

   b. Isaiah 24-27 

   c. Ezekiel 38-39 

   d. Zechariah 9-14 

   e. Enoch 

   f. Apocalypse of Baruch 

   g. 2 Esdras 

  2. Qualities of Apocalyptic Literature 

   a. The view that the world is divided into two camps (good and evil) ruled by God 
and Satan. 

   b. There is moral dualism between God and Satan, good and evil, not 
metaphysical dualism between body and spirit. 

   c. Pseudepigraphic authorship 

   d. Expecting that the old age was about to end and the new age to begin shortly 

   e. Believing that the time of great persecution had begun and sometimes this 
kind of work is called "tracts for hard times." 



   f. Cosmic and eschatological events taking place 

   g. Fantastic symbolism 

   h. Angelic intervention in the activities of the world 

   i. Predictions as to when the final consummation would take place 

  3. Use of Metaphorical Imagery 

   a. Stars falling 

   b. Altars speaking 

   c. Locusts as large as horses with serpent tails 

   d. A lamb with seven horns 

   e. A monster with ten horns and seven heads 

  4. Use of Symbolic Numbers 

   a. "Seven" is used 54 times 

   b. “Twelve" is used 23 times 

   c. "Four" is used 16 times 

  5. Use of Symbolic Color 

   a. Purple - royalty 

   b. Black - death 

   c. White - victory, joy, purity 

  6. Use of various objects and figures 

   a. Woman - people or cities 

   b. Horns - power 

   c. Wings - mobility 

   d. Eyes - knowledge, omniscience 

   d. Trumpets - superhuman, divine voices 

   f. Sword - Word of God, which judges and punishes 

  7. Heavy Use of the Old Testament 

 D. Outline 

  1. Prologue (1:1-8) 

  2. Messages to the Seven Churches (1:9-3:22) 

  3. The Seven Seals (4:1-8:2) 

   a. The vision of God and the Lamb (4:1-5:14) 

   b. First interlude - Two visions of comfort (7:1-17) 

   c. Opening the seven seals (6:1-17, 8:1-2) 

  4. The Seven Trumpets (8:3-11:19) 

   a. Opening the seven trumpets (8:3-9:21; 11:15-18) 



   b. Second interlude - the two witnesses (10:1-11:14) 

  5. The Dragon and two beasts (12:1-14:20) 

  6. The Seven Bowls (15:1-18:24) 

   a. Opening the seven bowls (15:1-16:21) 

   b. The fall of Babylon (17:1-18:24) 

  7. The final victory and last judgment (19:1-20:15) 

  8. The heavenly Jerusalem (21:1-22:5) 

  9. Epilogue (22:6-21) 



Lesson Fifty-five:  Revelation 
Part 2 
 

II.  Key Issues for Interpretation 

 A.  Schools of Interpretation 

  1.  Church Historical School 

  2.  Spiritual School 

  3.  Futuristic School 

  4.  Preterist School 

 B.  The Relationship of the Seals, Trumpets and Bowls 

  1.  Consecutive events 

  2.  Six seals with the seventh seal identical to the seven trumpets, which are repeated 
in the seven bowls 

  3.  Repetition of events 

  4.  Similarities 

   a.  Trumpets are almost identical to the bowls 

   b.  Looks like the end of history after sixth seal (6:15-17), seventh trumpet 
(11:15) and seventh bowl (16:17) 

   c.  Retelling of the events 

 C.  Letters to the Churches 

  1.  Seven churches 

  2.  The one who speaks refers back to the vision in chapter 1 

  3.  Idea of holding on to Christ and conquering 

  4.  Conquering for many of these means dying 

  5.  The book must be read in the context of helping people to overcome and conquer 



Lesson Fifty-six:  Revelation 
Part 3 
 

III. Content of the Letter (part 1) 

 A. Chapters 1-12 

  1. Prologue (1:1-8) 

  2. Seven Churches (1:9-3:33) 

  3. Book of Life (3:5) 

  4. Vision (4:1-11) 

   a. Various creatures (4:7) 

   b. Image of Jesus (4:5) 

  5. Seven Seals 

  6. Interlude 

   a. Sealing of the elect 

   b. Glimpse into heaven 

  7. Seventh Seal - Seven Trumpets 

  8. Second Interlude 

  9. Measuring of the temple 

  10. Seventh Trumpet (11:15-19) 

  11. Birth Story of Jesus (12:14-21) 

  12. Defeat of the Accuser 



Lesson Fifty-seven:  Revelation 
Part 4 
 

III. Content of the Letter (part 2) 

 A. Chapters 1-12 
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 B. Chapters 13-22 

  1. Beast rising out of the sea 

  2. The number of the beast - Nero Caesar 

  3. View from heaven 

  4. Seven bowls 

  5. Fall of the great harlot 

  6. The final victory 

  7. Final judgment 

  8. Millennial Reign of Christ 

  9. Three Views on the Millennium 

   a. Postmillennialism 

   b. Premillennialism 

   c. Amillennialism 

  10. Overview of the Book 

  11. New Heaven and Earth 

  12. Epilogue 



Lesson Fifty-eight:  The New Testament Canon 
Part 1 
 

I. Dating of the Canon 

 A. Paul's Letters 

  1. 1 and 2 Thessalonians ~ 50 

  2. Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans ~ 55 

  3. Prison Epistles ~ 60 

  4. Pastoral Epistles ~ 65 

 B. Gospels 

  1. Mark ~ 65-70 

  2. Matthew and Luke ~ 75-85 

  3. John ~ 90-95 

 C. General Letters 

  1. James - before 62 

  2. Hebrews - before 70 

  3. Others - No later than 95 

 

II. Factors Giving Rise to the Need for a Canon 

 A. Rise of Marcion Heresy 

 B. Invention of the Codex 

 C. Persecution of the Church 

 

III. Collections of Writings 

 A. References in the New Testament 

  1. Colossians 

  2. 2 Peter 

  3. 1 Timothy 

  4. 1 Corinthians 

 B. Didache 

 C. Papius 

 D. Marcion's Canon 

 E. 2 Clement 

 F. Epistle of Barnabas 



 G. Diatessaron 

 H. Muratorian Canon 

 

IV. Classifications of Writings 

 A. Homologoumena (Recognized) 

 B. Antilegomena (Disputed) 

 C. Notha (Spurious) 

 

V. Recognition of All 27 Books 

 A. Jerome ~ 400 

 B. Augustine ~ 400 

 C. Council of Hippo - 393 

 D. Council of Carthage - 397  



Lesson Fifty-nine:  The New Testament Canon 
Part 2 
 

VI. Criteria for Recognizing the Canon 

 A. Attribution of Apostolic Authorship 

 B. Continual Use by the Church 

  1. Through Time 

  2. Geographically Widespread 

 C. Unity and Agreement with the Rest of Scripture 

 D. Superintendence of the Holy Spirit 

 

VII. Arrangement of the New Testament 

 A. Gospels 

  1. Synoptics 

  2. John 

 B. Paul's Letters - Largest to Smallest 

 C. Hebrews - Associated with Paul 

 D. General Letters 

 E. Revelation 

 

VIII. Authority of the New Testament 

 A. Given by the Church?  

 B. Collection of Authoritative Books 

 C. Authoritative at Inspiration 

 D. Marcion's Canon 

 

IX. Is our view of Scripture in harmony with the writers' view? 

 

X. Is the Canon open or closed? 

 

XI. When was the Canon completed? recognized? 

 


